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her, 17 14, for the barbarous Crime of Murder. 


a LOG, 
29. Veloci ple 
a T the General Seſſions held at Juſtice- Hall in the Old. baily, on 


of October, 1714, Thirteen Perſons, viz. Eight Men and Four 
| Women, were ſeverally Convicted of Capital Crimes, and 
| fo accordingly receiv'd Sentence of Death. Of theſe, One dy'd 
| of a Feaver on Monday the 18th inſtant; Eleven have obtain'd HIS 
. M AJ ES TY's gracious Reprieve, ( which I with they may duly 
| ;mprove) and the other (namely, Thomas Douglas) is now order d for 
| Execution. | L | 


| While they lay under this Condemnation, I conſtantly viſited them, 

and to that purpoſe had them brought up twice every day to the 
Chapel of Newgate, where I pray'd with them, and read and expounded 
the Word of GO p to them, thereby endeavouring to inſtruft them 
in the Principles and Precepts of the Chriſtian Religion, (which 

ſome of them were not very well acquainted with) and make them ſenſi- 
ble of the Guilt they had contracted, and the Miſeries they had in- 
volv'd themſelves in, by living and acting contrary to thoſe Divine 
Prece pts. | 03 


medneſday, Thurſday, and Friday, the 13th, 14th, and 15th 


— — 


, 2 2 


On the LO R D's Day, the 171th inſtant, I preach' d to them (and 


others there preſent) both in the Morning and Afternoon, upon theſe 
Words, Ads 17. 30, & 3 1. And the times of this Ignorance God winked 


at ; but now commandeth all Men every where to repent ; Becauſe He has 


appointed a Day in the which He will judge the World in Righteouſneſs, 


by that Man whom He has ordain d; whereof He has given Aſſurance 
«to all Men, in that He has raiſed Him from the Dead. 


cular, 


33 


I. The 


From which Words, firſt explain d in general, 1 ſhew'd in parti- 


ov 
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T. The Certainty and Iafallibility (as well os Neceſſity) . 2 ku. 


ture Judgment after this Life: VFBICH i is declar d to us by 
a threefold Voice, viz, 


Scripture, 
| The Voice f Conſcience, 
God's Juſtice. 


Il. 7 he Severity and Dreadfulneſ of that Judgment ; which tothe 


Impenitent Sinners will be moſt terribie and intolerable „upon 
many Accounts, but chiefly theſe, Ts. 


1. The Sight of their Judge. 
2. : he Manner of his Coming to Judgment. 


The Accuſations of their own Conſciences. 
Job N Nate ad Character of that Judgment; which 


will be Univerſal, Exact, Juſt, and Irreverſible. 


II. and laſtly, . The Uſe we ought to male of this Doctrine 52 
Future Judgment, ſo as we may (thro Grace and Mercy) 
avoid the Severity of it, and be ad vanc d to Endleſs Hap. 


pineſs by a ſerious Meditation upon it; ; duty con of der ie 10 
it is, 


4. 4 powerful Diſkraſive . Vice; At hes it 
will moſt certainly be ſeverely puniſh) d. And, 
2. A flrong Periwalive to Virtue; becauſe then it wil 
be mp. certainly and fully rewarded, 


On the lat LORD's Day, the 24th inſtant, I preach'd to them 
again, both in the Forenoon and Afternoon; and my Text was; 


Rom. 10, 9. — If thou ſhalt confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord wy and 
ſhalt believe in thine Heart, that God has raiſed Him from the Dead, | 
rhou ſhalt be Saved. 


Which Words having firſt apud, with their Context, i in general | 
1 then ſhew'd 1n particular, 

I. What this Confeſling of Chrift with the Mouth imports, Wo 
1. What is meant by this Believing on Ei im in our Hearts, 


1 1.11 What an Dnſpeaſable Benefit will accrue to us from ſuch a 
Confeſſion and Belicf, viz, Eternal Liſe and Salvation. 


On theſe 1 enlarg'd, an then concluced with fk articular Ad. 
n onitions to the Perlons condema d, as I thought moſt ſuitable to 


the 


6 


Ad- 
to 
the 


Re i 

the diſmal Circumſiances they were under, exhorting them to Faith 
and Repentance, and ſhewing them what thoſe Graces were, and 
how they might and ought to be exerted by them, while they were 
here in this World, in order to their obtaining the Pardon of their 
Hins, and attaining to the Fruition of their Faith, even the Salvation 
of their Souls, in the World to come. TER , 


And as in my Publick, ſo in my Private Exhortations I was ver 


= 
” 


z * 


out which it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, as the Apoſtle averrs, Heb. 11.6. 


earneſt in preſſing upon their Minds rhe Neceſſity of Faith, with- 


and of Repentance, without which No Pardon of Sins, and conſe- 


quently No Salvation of Soul, can be hoped for. 

They ſeem'd to be attentive to what I deliver d to them upon 
theſs Topicks ; and he that is now order'd for Execution (whom 1 
particularly endeavour'd to make ſenſible of the Heinouſneſs of the 


| Crime of Murder) gave me the Account of his paſt Life and preſent 


Diſpoſition, as follows. 


Thomas Douglas, Condemn'd for the Murder by him commit- 
ted on the Perſon of Milliam Sparks, by ſtabbing him with a Knife, 


| on the 29th of September laſt, He ſaid, that he was 33 Years of age, 
| born at Dunſton, about 12 miles from Berwick upon Tweed; That he was 
| brought up to the Sea from his Youth, had been an able Seaman for theſe 


Twelve Years paſt, and ſerv d on board the Shrewsbury, the St. George, 
the Bedford, and ſeveral other Men of War, and ſometimes in Mer- 


Z chant - Ships. He would not own himſelf otherwiſe Guilty of this 


this Purder, than ſay, That being much in Drink, he might have 
done it, not knowing then what he did; for he entirely lov'd the 
„Man, and had no manner or matter of Grudge againſt him; and 


* their meeting together at that time was friendly, as being to take 
© rheir Leave of each other in a Ipving Cup, wherein they hap- 
pening to exceed the Rules of, Sabriety, were both of them o“ 


very much diſcompos d with Drinking, that they knew not well 

15 What they did. 1 i Pf, 5 ' | e e . F 5 * ; 

: Upon which I told him, © That I ſuppos'd ſuch Exceſſive Drink- 
ing made him ſo ra ſh and inconſiderate, as to hurry him into the 


c: 


4 could not but think that he muſt needs have harbour'd Malice 


„ and Hatred in his Heart agdinſt chat poor Man, whom he thus 
baſely ſtabb'd, for elſe he would: not have done it, tho” in Drink: 


6 


(8 ws 4 4 EE een T1 2 5 | 
' Iwo Witneſſes, ho at his;Tryal ſwore, That they. beard. the De- 


"be 


; commiſſion of that horrid Fact, which, and many other Wicked 
; Actions, co0 often proue the lad Conſequents of Inſobriety + Yet 1 


And what conſirm'd me in this Opinion, was, the Depoſition ot 


? ceaſed ſay, a little before he 4% d. that he (the Priſoner) kill'd him pon 
an old Grudge. And further it was then depos'd by one of them, 7% 


* 7 
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„ „n ; which he own'd at that time he had done W hereupon be being 


be very full of Thoughts, and bitterly lamenting his miſe. 


ingenuous Confeſſion of his Crime; telling him, That up 


Murder out of IIl- will to the Deceas d; ſaying further, That 


ſomc Tears ago (and that was when he ſerv'd in the Shrews- 


4 how to Repent, and could find no manner of Comfort or 


[4]. 


« he ſaw him give William Sparks the mortal Blau, and heard him Curſe 


ce apprehended, the bloody Fnife with which be had committed that Horriſ 
% Fatt was ſeen to fall from him. 1 2 11 Ih 
When I had obſerv'd theſe Things to him, and ask'q 
him, Whether all this was not true, he made a Demur; 
or Stop before he would give me any Anſwer, ſeeming to 


rable Condition. Here 1 preſsd him to make a full and 


on his true Repentance of it, and of all his other Sins, he 
might find great Eaſe in his Mind. With this and other 
Exhortations I wrought ſo far upon him, that he ſaid, H: 
was truly ſenſible of bis Guilt, and the Juſtice of bs Sentence, 
and begg'd Pardon both of Go D and Man. Yet all this while 
he would not plainly acknowledge, that he committed this 


he did not think the Deceas'd bad any againdt him neither, thy 


bury) he preſs'd him mo the Sea-ſervice, and carried him ty | 
the St. George, on board which both of them went on the Exye- © 
dition to Vigo, where Sir Stafford Fairborne was Rear-Admi- 
ral of the Woe Squadron, and Captain Whitton Commander of 
that Ship. 3 VHPV/VͤTNPTPt Drs 087 


I his is all the Account he gave me of the former Paſ- 
ſages of his Life, ſaving that he own'd, © That he was 
cc afraid his Breaking of the Sabbath-day, as he had frequently 
done, his committing Fornication and Adultery, his profanc 
Spwearing, and exceffrue Drinking, &c. together with this 
« Murdermg of his Friend, had render'd him hateful to Goo, 
and made his Heart fo hard, as that he did not know 


“Hope within himſelf. Upon this I gave him the beſt | 
Advice I could, ſhewing him how he ſhould pray to Gov | 
for Grace, that he might truly Repent; and, That upon 
the Confeſſion of his Sins, and his Abhorrence and Forſa- 
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